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Sacred Heart Statue LINENS 


New Stock — Finest Imported 
PURE IRISH LINEN 
Pre-War Prices 
also 
VESTMENT MATERIALS 


This statue, ornate in appear- 
ance, has a receptacle at the 
base for a Vigil Light Glass, 
which makes it convenient and 


attractive for home devotions. 
One statue (13 in. in height), DOSSALS and DRAPERY 


one Ruby Glass, and one dozen MATERIALS and TRIMMINGS 
Vigil Lights will be sent, post- Samples upon request. 
age paid, on receipt of $3.50. Thomas A. Blake 
Please Order From:— 
WILL & BAUMER 
CANDLE Co., Inc. 


162 N. Franklin Street, 
Chicago 6, Il. 





366 Fifth Avenue, New York 1, N. ¥. 














From Tarsus to Rome 
by Rev. H. J. Heuser, D.D. 


The story of the first Christian Hierarchy in the Catholic Church 
as gleaned from the history of St. Paul, the feast of whose conversion 
is kept on the 25th of this month. While this book is not a biography, 
it aims at presenting the Apostle’s career by concentrating attention 
upon the co-ordination of the sacerdotal ministry under the sovereign 
authority of Saint Peter. The story will facilitate both the study of 
the New Testament, and the understanding of the official administra- 
tion in the Church. Price, $2.00. 

ORDER from:— 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





Tabernacle and Purgatory 


Printed and published monthly by the Benedictine Sisters of Per- 
petual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri, under the supervision of a Bene- 
dictine Father. 


Subscription Price: $1.00 per year. Foreign countries: $1.25. 
Entered as second-class matter March 19, 1907, at the post office 
at Clyde, Missouri, under the Act of Congress of March 38, 1879. Ac- 


ceptance for mailing at special rate of postage provided for in section 
1108, Act of October 3, 1917, authorized July 17, 1918. 




















Gabernacle and Purgatory 





A monthly periodical devoted to the Most Blessed Sacrament and the consolation 
of the Poor Souls. Price, $1.00; Canada and Foreign Countries, $1.25. 
Published with ecclesiastical approbation and with the Blessing of Pope Pius XII. 
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JESUS Cards 


A splendid practice as an act of reparation for the misuse of 
the Holy Name, to petition graces, and gain indulgences for the poor 
souls, is the frequent and devout repetition of the Holy Name JESUS! 
January—the month of the Holy Name—is a good time to start this 
practice if you have not already done so. Our JESUS card, placed 
where you may glance at it frequently, will be an excellent reminder. 
Attractively printed in red. 50¢ per 100. 

We also have a 4-page leaflet, ‘‘The Power of the Holy Name”, 
explaining the great blessings to be obtained by the frequent use of 
this Holy Name. $1.00 per 100. 

These cards and leaflets, passed to others, or slipped into letters, 
can also serve as a means of promoting reverence for the Holy Name. 


Order from: 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 











In Reparation for Insults to the Holy Name of Jesus 


O Name of Peace and holiness, 
O gentle Name of love; 

O sweetest Name that ever came 
To bless us from above. 

Be Thou our spell to vanquish’ hell, 
Our talisman of light; 

The first note of our morning song, 


And oup last prayer at night. 
Ce Ba) 


© Jesus! Name of purily, 
Grant in Thy love that we 

May never hide within our breast 
A thought offending Thee. 

Be Thou a seal upon our lips 
Of sweet and: secret prayer, 


That we may say no sinful word, 


Remembering Thou art there. 


O Name of kindness and of power, 
Sent down by God above, 

To breathe af every whispering 
The history of His love. 

Be Thou our shield in that fierce war 
We wage with earth and sin; 

Our Savior, still defend the souls 
Thy life’s Blood flowed to win. 


FS 


Jesus, forgive the lips that curse, 
And bless the lips that pray; 

Strengthen the right within our hearts, 
And wash the wrong away. 

May Thy blest Name in all the world 
With loving hymns be sung, 


And be acclaimed in prayerful praise 
By every loyal tongue. 
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@ Prank of G neat nity 


“While we have time, let us do good to all men” (Gal. vi. 10). 
Se te el 


NOTHER year has passed, and as with everything 
else that is ended, it will soon be forgotten. Every- 
one starts out anew with a radiant face, a light heart 
and a cheerful smile. Each one wishes the other 
‘the enjoyment of many more years and abundance 

of joys. To a serious’ person, however, the passing 

of a year carries greater significance. It almost resembles the passing 
of a life. How necessary it is, therefore, for us to reflect seriously on 
the value of time as we welcome the new year now beginning. 

Let us meditate at the feet of Jesus on the price of the time with 
which ‘He purchased for us eternal happiness. Ah, if we but knew the 
price of time! Time! Ask St. Augustine what it is worth. He answers: 
“As much as God is worth.” Consider Jesus in the stable of Bethle- 
hem. Note His tears! They are buying time! At Nazareth His 
labors are the price of time. On Calvary, draw near with outstretched 
hands, ready to gather the Blood which flows from the Wounds of 
our Savior! This Blood and these Wounds are buying time. Time is 
worth eternity. Each minute we can be lost or saved; each minute we 
can buy endless happiness, or merit eternal punishment. Time! From 
the mouth of a reprobate or of a saint we must learn its value. 





Time! Each moment is irretrievable in itself; each minute is 
solitary; it passes away, never to return. Behold, it comes, light and 
fleeting. Fill it with a good action, and it flies away to the treasure- 
house of heaven; fill it with a bad action, and it carries it to the 
treasure-house of the evil one. But it will never return. Centuries 
cannot bring it back. Time, therefore, is not a thing to be scorned. 
Every moment of it has an infinite value, provided we offer them all 
to God, with every thought, every action, every grief, every pleasure! 
An ancient writer has expressed this thought in these words: / live, 
I work, I suffer for eternity! 

Of the tears which Jesus shed, the most bitter were those which 
were caused by the abuse of the time given by His mercy. He re- 
peatedly warns us in Holy Scripture of the value of time: “Son, observe 
the time, and fly from evil” (Ecclus. iv. 23); “Let not a part of this 
good gift overpass thee” (Ibid. xiv. 14); “You must also be ready, 
because at an hour that you do not expect, the Son of Man is coming” 
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(Luke xii. 40) ; “Night is coming, when no man can work”: (John ix. 4). 
And to His words Jesus adds His all-powerful example. From the 
first moment of the incarnation when He said to His Father, “Behold, 
I come to do Thy will,” to the last breath of His mortal life, He did 
not cease to work for the 
glory of His Father and the 
salvation of souls. 

Realizing the value of 
this “pearl of great price”— . 
the saints detached them- 
selves from the world with 
its pleasures and its frivol-: 
ous occupations in order to 
have more time to give to 
God, to study, to prayer and 
to works of piety. It has 
even been found, as in the 
case of Saint Alphonsus Li- 
guori, that they went so far 
as to make a yow that they 





5 ‘*‘Watch and pray, for you know not 
would never lose an instant the day nor the hour.’’ 


of time. 


We Should Be Grateful to God for His Benefits 


We ought to begin the new year by giving thanks to God, and 
when we ray a visit to those we love and even to mere acquaintances, 
let us not forget our Divine Friend and Benefactor, the first, the most 
beloved, the most constant of friends. May Jesus never have reason 
during this year to weep over us, but may the first moment of the 
new year be His and may the last moment find us still faithful. It 
will bring us many happy hours filled with graces and favors! When 
these beneficent graces descend upon us, may they fall upon fertile 
ground and may they fructify by patience so that the new year may 
be for us a good year. It will be so in fact if we faithfully follow 
the advice of our Savior: “Seek ye first the Kingdom of God and His 
Justice, and all these things will be added unto you.” What is this 
Justice, if it is not Himself, the personification of justice? Verily, if 
we love Our Lord above all, we shall find in Him enough to satisfy 
all the needs of our heart. 

Is not Jesus on our altars Goodness itself? And for whom is 
this Goodness, if not for us? We have need of an all-powerful friend, 
under whose protection we can live in perfect security. But we have 
in God our Lord, a Friend on whom we can always depend, to whom 
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nothing is impossible. “His power,” says St. Leo, “is what He 
wishes...” “It is sufficient that He wish a thing in order that it be 
accomplished,” says St. John Chrysostom. This wonderful power is 
at our disposal. We shall always find Him ready to help us during 
the coming year, as He has assisted, consoled and fortified us in the 
year which has just ended. Let us give thanks to this infinitely good 
and generous Heart. 
Reparation 

If we are grateful, other sentiments will arise in us: we will weep 
over the year that has just passed. We will weep, not so much for 
the pleasures which have fled, nor for the youth which is leaving us, 
as for the uselessness of our lives or rather for the lack of serious 
effort on our part in using these lives for the glory of God and the 
salvation of souls. If we have performed our duties with attention 
and care, and with a good intention, then we have employed our time 
well. If, on the other hand, they are marked by inattention and routine, 
then we have wasted our time. 

Have we given to God His proper place in our thoughts, our cares, 
“and our days? To whom have we given the throne and the sovereign 
empire? The tears we shed at His feet will speak our regret that we 
have paid so little attention to His voice, and have manifested such a 
lack of courage in following Him, especially to Calvary and on the 
road of suffering and sacrifice. And after having wept our tears of 
contrition over the past, we shall ask for a heart of good will with which 
to begin the new year. Oh, how good God is! His mercy never 
fails, even when we have been ungrateful. From the hands which we 
have forgotten and the Heart which we have not loved enough, there 
descends upon us a new year, which means new graces. A new source 
of graces has opened up to us, and Jesus invites us with words of in- 
expressible tenderness to partake of those graces. 

Unfortunate is he who turns a deaf ear to the words of the Father 
of our days and the Master of our years! God will not be scorned 
forever. Time, it is true, is meted out to us according to His mercy. 
He has left His Justice on the threshold of eternity. But this year may 
cast us on the threshold of eternity, and we may fall into the hands of 
this Justice into which it is terrible to fall. During this year, every 
day will dawn upon new agonies, every hour will mark more deaths, 
every minute will signify a final breath for some soul. And for whom? 
... Who can say: “It will not be for me”? Therefore, while there 
still remains to us a little time, let us advance. While there is a God, 
patient because He loves us, let us do good without waiting for to- 
morrow, for tomorrow belongs to God alone. 














vO-Lh-e-t}-e-f-e 


PIPHANY means manifestation. The feast of the Epiph- 
any, on January 6, commemorates the triple mani- 
festation of Christ to the world: on the visit of the 
Magi to the crib at Bethlehem; at the Baptism in the 
Jordan; and at the wedding feast of Cana. It is the 
visit of the Magi, however, that seems principally to 

s focus the attention of Catholic piety on this feast; so 

that to many of the faithful it is simply “the feast of the three Holy 

Kings.” So, without disregarding the other two Mysteries, let us direct 

our thoughts to the visit of the Magi and its parallel in our own lives. 

Our Epiphany—the manifestation of Our Lord to us—can be ours 
as often as we wish. In the Blessed Sacrament He is ever waiting for 
us. The star of our faith draws us to Him; it guides us and stands 
over where the Child is. Every Holy Mass and Benediction and Holy 

Hour is, in fact, an Epiphany, wherein Jesus really and truly mani- 
fests Himself to us as He did to the Magi. Their bodily eyes saw a 

child in the arms of his mother, but enlightened by faith, they bowed 

down and adored Him as their Lord and Savior. We see the Bread 
and Wine of the sacramental Species, but we know that Our Lord is 
truly present there on the altar. Sweet and gladsome indeed are these 

Epiphanies to us in this dreary world; each an advent to be treasured, 
because each makes us love Christ more and more, until the great day 

when the Angel of Death will fling open the gates of Eternity, and we 

shall see Him, our God, in never-ending Epiphany. 
To quicken our faith, let us consider the following reflections on 
the part Epiphany plays in our life, from the words of Father Eymard: 
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And falling down, they adored Him! (Matt. ii. 11.) Called to 
perpetuate before the Most Blessed Sacrament the adoration of the 
Magi at the crib of Bethlehem, we ought to share in the faith and love 
that guided them and sustained them. They began at Bethlehem what 
we do at the foot of the Sacred Host. Let us study the characteristics 
of their adoration, and draw from it our instruction. . 


The adoration of the Magi was a homage of faith, a tribute of 
love to the Word Incarnate, and such ought to be our Eucharistic adora- 
tion. The faith of the Magi shone out in splendor owing to the double 
trial to which it was subjected and over which it triumphed, namely, 
the silence at Jerusalem and the humiliation of Bethlehem. Like wise 
men, the royal travelers directed their steps toward the capital of 
Judea. They expected to find all Jerusalem in joy, the people celebrat- 
ing high festival, happiness everywhere, and everywhere signs of heart- 
felt gladness. But oh, their sorrowful surprise! Jerusalem is silent! 
Nothing in or around it reveals the great wonder. Are they deceived? 
If the great King were born, would He not everywhere announce His 
birth? Will they not become objects of derision and perhaps of in- 
sult, if they proclaim the aim of their journey? 


Such hesitation and such language would be prudent in the eyes 
of human wisdom, but unworthy of the faith of the Magi. They have 
believed, and they are come. “Where is born the King of the Jews?” 
they demand aloud in the streets of astonished Jerusalem, before the 
palace of Herod, before the multitude of people hastening, without 
doubt, to witness the unusual spectacle of the entrance of three royal 
personages into the city. “We have come to adore Him. Where 
is He? You ought to know, you His people, who have been ex- 
pecting Him for so long!” But the people keep a gloomy silence. 
Herod, being interrogated, consults the ancients and the priests, who 
answer by repeating the prophecy of Micheas. Thereupon, Herod 
dismisses the strange princes, promising to follow them himself to 
adore the new King. On the royal word they depart. They go alone. 
The city remains indifferent. The Levitical priesthood itself, like 
Herod, is waiting in hesitation® and incredulity the issue of events. 

The silence of the world around us is also the great trial of faith 
in the Eucharist. Suppose some noble strangers: learned that Jesus 
Christ dwelt personally in His Sacrament in the midst of Catholics, 
those happy mortals who have the privilege of possessing the Person 
of the King of heaven and earth, the Creator and Savior of the world— 
in a word, our Lord Jesus Christ. Full of the desire of seeing Him 
and paying Him homage, suppose they should come from their far-off 
countries to seek Him among us in one of our brilliant European 
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capitals. Would they not be subjected to a trial similar to that of the 
Magi? What reveals the Presence of Jesus Christ in our Catholic 
cities? — The churches? But Protestantism and Judaism also have 
their temples. What, then? — Nothing! A few years ago ambassadors 
from Persia and Japan visited Paris. Assuredly, nothing gave them the 
ide& that we possess Jesus Christ, that He lives among us, that He seeks 
to reign over us. Oh, what scandal to those outside the Faith! 

This silence scandalizes weak Christians, also. They see that the 
science of the age does not believe Jesus Christ in the Holy Eucharist, 
that the great do not adore Him, that the powerful do not render Him 
homage. From this they conclude: 

“He is not there. He does not live, He does not reign among 
Catholics.” And yet, in the Catholic world, as in Jerusalem, there is 
the word of the prophets, of the Apostles, of the Evangelists, who reveal 
the sacramental Presence of Jesus. There is on the mountain of God, 
visible to all, the Holy Church, which has taken the place of the 
shepherds and the star of the Magi. That Church is a sun for who- 
ever wishes: to behold the light. That Church is the voice on Sinai 
for whoever wishes to listen to her law. She points out to us the 
holy Temple, the august Tabernacle, and she cries: “Behold the Lamb 
of God, the Emmanuel! Behold Jesus Christ!” 

At the sound of her voice, simple and upright souls run to the 
Tabernacle, as the three royal Magi hastened to Bethlehem. They 
love the truth, they pursue it with ardor. And such is your faith. 
O you who are hearkening to my words! You have sought Jesus 
Christ, and you have found Him! Adore Him, and in that you are 
blessed! 

The Gospel tells us, moreover, that at the words of the Magi 
Herod was troubled and all Jerusalem with him. That Herod is 
troubled is not astonishing, for here is a stranger and a usurper. He 
beholds in Him whom the Magi announce, the true King of Israel who 
will dethrone him. But that Jerusalem is troubled at the happy news 
of the birth of Him whom she has been expecting for so long a time, 
whom she has saluted since Abrahari as her great Patriarch, since 
Moses as her great Prophet, since David as her great King—this, indeed, 
is incomprehensible! Is the nation ignorant, then, of the prophecy of 
Jacob, which designates the tribe from which He is to come forth?— 
that of David, which points to His family? that of Micheas, which 
names the city of His birth? that of Isaias, which chants His glory? . 
Can it be possible that, with all these clear and brilliant testimonies, 
it is necessary for the Gentiles, so despised by the Jews, to come and 
say to them: “Your Messiah is born! We have come to adore Him 
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with you, to share in your happiness. Show us His royal dwelling, 
and permit us to offer Him our homage.” ~ 


Alas! this horrible scandal of the Jews, troubled at the news of 
the birth of the Messiah, is perpetuated in the midst of Christians. 
How many dread a church in which Jesus Christ abides! How many 
oppose the erection of a new tabernacle, another sanctuary! How 
many tremble on meeting the Holy Viaticum carried to the sick, and 
cannot support the sight of the adorable Host! Why is this? What 
has this hidden God done to them? Ah! He strikes them with fear, 
because they wish to serve Herod and, perhaps, the infamous Herodias. 


The second trial of the Magi consists in the humiliations of the 
Infant-God at Bethlehem. Very naturally they expected all the splen- 
dors of heaven and earth around the Crib of the new-born Babe. Their 
imagination had painted its magnificence. They heard in Jerusalem 
the glories that Isaias had predicted of Him. They are now going, 
as they think, to visit the wonder of the world, the temple prepared to 
receive Him—and they say to one another on the way: “Who is like 
to this King?” But, oh, the surprise, deception, scandal. for a faith 
less strong than theirs! Led by the star, they go to the stable and 
what do they behold there? A poor Babe with a poor Mother! The 
Infant is laid upon straw like the lowest of the poor. What do I say? 
Rather, like the little new-born lamb, He reposes in the midst of 
animals, some miserable swathing bands protecting Him from the cold. 
His Mother is, then, very poor, since she has brought Him into the 
world under such conditions. The shepherds are not there to recount 
the marvels that they witnessed in the heavens. Bethlehem is indifferent. 
O God! what a trial! Earthly kings are not born thus—and here is 
the King of heaven! 


The Bethlehemites had come to the grotto at the story of the shep- 
herds, but had returned incredulous. What of the Magi Kings? See 
them kneeling, prostrate on the ground, adoring in the most profound 
humility, adoring that tiny Babe! Tears stream from their eyes as 
they gaze upon Him; His poverty ravishes them with love! “And 
falling down, they adored Him!” Great God! What an inexplicable 
mystery! Never do kings abase themselves before other earthly 
sovereigns. The shepherds marveled at the Savior announced by the 
angels, but the Evangelist does not say that they prostrated to adore 
Him. It was the Magi who rendered Him the first worship, the first 
homage of public adoration at Bethlehem, as they had been His first 
apostles in Jerusalem. 

What is it that they see in this stable, in this crib, in this Child? 
What do they see? Love! ineffable LOVE, the true LOVE of God 
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for man! God pressed by His love to make Himself poor, in order to 
be the Friend, the Brother of the poor; God becoming weak, to console 
the weak and abandoned; God suffering to prove His love. That is 
what the Magi saw. And this was the recompense of their faith; that 
was its triumph over its second trial. 

The sacramental humiliation of Jesus Christ—behold the second 
trial of Christian faith. Jesus in His Sacrament beholds most fre- 
quently only the indifference of His own, very often even their in- 
credulity and contempt. To assign a reason for this sad truth is very 
easy. “The world has not known Him.” Perhaps they would believe 
in the truth of the Holy Eucharist if, at the Consecration, they heard, 
as at His birth, the concert of angels; if they saw, as at the Jordan, the 
heavens opening above Him; or His glory shining as on Thabor; or, 
in fine, if one of those miracles wrought by the God of the Eucharist 
in the course of the ages were renewed before their eyes. - 

But nothingness, even less than nothingness! It is the annihila- 
tion of all glory, of all power, of the whole being, Divine and Human, 
of Jesus Christ. They see not even His human face, nor do they hear 
His voice. They behold no sensible movement. It is said, Life is 
motion. Love at least manifests itself by some sign. But here is 
reserve, here is the silence of death. ‘ 

You are right, O men of pure reason, you glorious ones of this 
world, you philosophers of the senses! You are right, a hundred 
times right!—It is the love of death that induces the Savior to bind 
His power, that makes Him annihilate His glory and His Majesty, 
both Divine and human, in order not to affright man. It is the love 
of death that, in order not to discourage man, leads Him to hide His 
infinite perfections, His ineffable sanctity, and to show Himself to him 
under the light veil of the Sacred Species, which permits Him to be 
seen by our faith, more or less, according to the strength or weakness 
of our virtue. This is what makes, not the scandal of the true Chris- 
tian, not the trial of his faith, but the life and the perfection of his 
love. His faith pierces beyond the poverty, the feebleness, the apparent 
death of Jesus, to find His Soul, to consult His thoughts and His 
admirable sentiments. Discovering His Divinity united to His adorable 
Body and hidden under the Sacred Species, the Christian, like the Magi, 
prostrates, contemplates, and adores. He is transported with love. 
He has found Jesus Christ! “And falling down they adore Him!” 
Such are the trials, such the triumphs of the faith of the Magi, and 
of the faith of the Christian! “The Real Presence.” 


air 
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Jubilee Year 


Me, ae, yal fo, 
oO coet) oes) coee 


~—"() HE word “Jubilee” signifies great joy and exultation. 

R i A “Jubilee Year” is, therefore, a time of special joy, 

not of worldly amusements, but of interior, spiritual 

joy. It is a time of special grace in which the Chief 

Pastor of the Holy Catholic Church admonishes all his 

children to do penance and amend their lives. Though this admoni- 

tion is given at other times, during the Jubilee Year it has special 

. significance. At this time the whole Catholic world is more forcibly 

urged to raise itself above earthly vanities, to direct its eyes heaven- 

ward, to think of the four last things, and to prepare for eternity by 
sincere repentance and amendment of life. 

The Holy Father has urged all, throughout the present Jubilee 
Year of 1950, to stimulate themselves to prayer and to penitence for 
sins committed, bearing in mind that these prayers and acts of ex- 
piation will avail not only to one’s personal salvation, but also to the 
salvation of all mankind led astray by so-many errors, torn by so 
many discords and hostilities, laboring under so many miseries, and 
fearful of so many dangers. Such prayer and penance will further 
the peace of souls, help to establish that liberty which everywhere is 
due the Church, and assist in bringing to all peoples concord and 
true prosperity. 

The conditions for gaining the Jubilee Indulgence have previously 
been set forth (August 1948 issue), but it seems fitting to call atten- 
tion to the suspension and retention of ordinary indulgences during 
the Jubilee Year. By an official decree His Holiness Pope Pius XII 
has stipulated a general suspension of such indulgences in so far as 
they apply to the living. However, the following are not abrogated 
during the Holy Year: Indulgences to be gained in the hour of death; 
those attached to the recitation of the Angelus, morning, noon and 
night; to the visit to the Blessed Sacrament exposed during Forty 
- Hours; and to accompanying the Blessed Sacrament when carried to 
the sick. Also explicitly excepted are the indulgences granted by the 
Holy Father for the recitation of the Holy Year Prayer composed by 
him, which special favor should be an encouragement to all to say 
the prayer frequently. These indulgences are: partial of seven years 
each time the prayer is recited; and plenary for daily recitation for 
thirty copsecutive days, with the usual conditions of confession, Com-- 
munion, Visit to a church and prayer for the intentions of the Holy 
Father. The plenary indulgence may be gained twelve times during 
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the year, if the required conditions are fulfilled that many times. 

Other indulgences that can normally be gained by the faithful 
for themselves may be applied only to the poor souls during the Holy 
Year; for example, the plenary indulgence attached to the recitation 
of the Rosary before the Blessed Sacrament, and the indulgences grant- 
ed for various ejaculations. 

Though the ordinary means of gaining the Jubilee Indulgence is 
by making the prescribed visits to the Basilicas of Rome, by a special 
concession it is possible for certain classes of people to’ gain the 
Jubilee Indulgence without visiting Rome. Among these persons are 
nuns, religious women, regular tertiaries, pious women and girls who 
live in convents; prisoners, convicts, exiles, deported persons, the sick 
in hospitals, those who live in homes of charity, daily-wage earners, 
persons over 70 years old, and those living in Communist-dominated 
countries and who are not permitted to leave. 

The special Holy Year intentions recommended to the prayers of 
the faithful are: 1. The sanctification of souls through prayer and 
penance, and unshakable fidelity to Christ and the Church. 2. Action 
for peace and defense of Holy Places. 3. Defense of the Church 
against renewed attacks of her enemies, and supplication for the True 
Faith for those who wander in error, for infidels and those without 
God. 4. Actual realization of social justice, and works of assistance 
in favor of the humble and needy. 

__ Each and every Catholic is earnestly exhorted to avail himself of 
the precious graces to be acquired by a worthy observance of the 1950 
Jubilee Year. 


a. oo 


Our New Year Wishes to Gach and All 
of Our Dear Readers 


¥, May the BLESSING of the Sacred Heart be with you. OK 
‘ May the PEACE of the Sacred Heart encompass you. 
May the Love of the Sacred Heart inflame you. 
May the sorrows of the Sacred Heart console you. 
May the ZEAL of the Sacred Heart animate you. 
May the virtues of the Sacred Heart shine forth in all your 
words and deeds. 
May the wispom of the Sacred Heart guide you. 
May the sTRENGTH of the Sacred Heart uphold you. 
May the HOLINEss of the Sacred Heart sanctify you. 
May the Sacred Heart be your secure REFUGE in temptation. 
3 May the Heavenly Father shelter you beneath His protection. 
May the Holy Spirit endow you with all His Gifts and Fruits. 
ae May our Blessed Mother keep you safe under her protection. — 











“Chere Shall Be One Fold and One Shepherd” 


(John x. 16). 


NOTHER Church Unity Octave will be observed 
throughout the world from January 18th, the Feast 
of St. Peter’s Chair in Rome, to January 25th, the 
feast of the Conversion of St. Paul. The need of 
prayer for the reunion of Christendom is readily 
recognized by all who are keenly alive to the sad condition of the 
world by reason of the unhappy dissensions existing among the various 
Christian denominations, all of whom profess to be followers of Christ. 
Catholics know that such reunion can come about only in one way— 
namely, by the return of all dissident Christians to communion with the 
Apostolic See. These intentions are specifically and definitely set forth 
to be prayed for during the Octave. ve 

Almost from the very beginning of the observance of this Octave. 
in 1908, it has been approved and encouraged by the Popes and en- 
dowed richly with many indulgences. There are a number of ob- 
servances held annually in Rome, chief among which are the cere- 
monies at the Basilica of St. Paul, where dignitaries and seminarians 
gather for the eight days of prayer. In recent years, the principal ob- 
servance in the United States has been centered at the Nationa] Shrine 
of the Immaculate Conception on the campus of the Catholic Uni- 
versity in Washington. A highlight of the ceremonies is the celebra- 
tion of the Divine Liturgy according to one of the Oriental Rites, on 
the Sunday within the Octave, which attracts hundreds from all parts 
of the country. Other outstanding celebrations are held in many other 
cities, including New York, Baltimore, Chicago, Boston, Philadelphia 
and Buffalo. 

It is every individual Christian’s duty to promote the Church 
Unity Octave, and it has been gratifying to witness the increased num- 
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bers of both Catholics and non-Catholics who have wholeheartedly par- 
ticipated in this week of prayer in past years. Primarily this Octave is 
a prayer movement, and prayer, it may be said without any qualifying 
statement, is an immense power, the greatness of whose effects can. not 
be measured or computed. Conversions, both corporate and individual, 
have resulted from the observance of the Octave, though no doubt 
there were other contributing factors. 

Though we cannot measure the effect of the prayers offered dur- 
ing Church Unity Octave, we know that that effect must be tremendous, 
and that God, who hears all prayers in accordance with His holy will, 
bestows untold graces in answer to them. The end to be attained is 
so important and so necessary that it behooves every Christian to in- 
terest himself in the cause, not only during the Octave, which may 
serve as an initial expression of zeal for souls and true love of God, 
but the intentions of the Octave should be constantly in our prayers, 
day after day, week after week, month after month. By our fervent 
prayers we may thus hasten the fulfilment of Christ’s own will: “Other 
sheep I have that are not of this fold. Them also I must bring, and 
they shall hear My voice, and there shall be one fold and one shep- 
herd.” May the recording angel in heaven note with joy the return 
of many of these “other sheep to the One Fold” through the prayers 
offered during this observance of Church Unity Octave. 





The Condition of the Poor Souls in Purgatory 
o-Lre-ibe-ti-e 


URGATORY is an intensely painful and pitiable condi- 
tion of the just souls who have left this life without 
having made full satisfaction for the punishment due 
to their sins. We rightly call the souls in purgatory 
“poor souls.” Yes, they are poor souls, for all the 

things they possessed on earth, and to which they had attached their 
hearts in a greater or lesser degree, are taken from them. They no 
longer possess anything at all, except the merits they had acquired 
by the practice of the virtues during life. They left all else behind 

on earth: money, property, offices, positions of honor, influence, power, 
parents, children, husband, wife, relatives and -friends. 

They are poor souls, for they are captives, imprisoned; they can- 
not flee the justice of God; they cannot help themselves in any way, 
nor procure help for themselves. They are poor souls, for their eyes 
have been opened; they now see the. folly of sin, its baseness and 
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loathsomeness. They now feel the terrible consequences of sin; they 
abhor and hate their sins from the bottom of their hearts, but they 
cannot undo them. Deep contrition and bitter pains sting the soul. 
Oh, could the poor souls speak to us—what would they say? In what 
colors would they not paint the,torture and the accursedness of sin! 
How they would admonish and warn us! “Oh, do not sin!” they would 
cry out. “Think of purgatory! Avoid purgatory! Do not jest about 
purgatory!” 

And if they could return again to earth, how would they now 
live! They would flee from nothing so much as from sin. With 
hatred and abomination they would fling away everything that might 
lead them into sin. They would make use of time and grace con- 
scientiously; they would apply their earthly goods to the honor of 
God and to works of mercy; they would give a good example to their 
fellowmen in all things; they would bring up their children in the 
fear of God; in holy wedlock they would live in peace and unity; they 
would miss no Holy Mass, not even a weekday Mass, if by any possi- 
bility they could attend; they would not neglect the sacraments; they 
would try to gather many merits and live a holy life. But this is no 
longer possible for them. For them the time of working is past. They 
can only do penance. And because they see this clearly and yet can- 
not change things, this consciousness continually tortures and pains 
them. 

They are poor souls, for they are subject ‘to severe punishments. 
In what these sufferings consist we cannot say positively, as Holy 
Church has not made any dogmatic pronouncement concerning them, 
but this much we know, that the sufferings are severe, sensible and 
protracted. 

They are poor souls, for they are separated from God whom they 
now love above all else. They are so near to heaven and yet so far; 
therefore they sigh for union with God, for deliverance from this place 
of torture, for the enjoyment of heavenly bliss. 


Because the souls in purgatory are poor souls, they are pitiable 
and need our help. We believe in the Communion of Saints, that is, 
that all those who have part in the work of the redemption of Christ, 
constitute a great union, a corporation, of which Christ is the Head. 
The Church of Christ embraces the triumphant in heaven, the poor 
souls in purgatory, and the faithful on earth who are still fighting the 
world, the flesh, and the devil to attain the bliss of heaven. ‘All are 
in close union with Jesus Christ; all have part in the prayers, merits, 
and good works of the whole. Therefore we can come to the assist- 
ance of the souls in purgatory. As the saints in heaven pray for us, 
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so we can and should pray for the poor souls in purgatory, as the 
following incident will demonstrate: 

Sanzio, the King of Leon, was put to death by poisoning. His 
wife, who loved her husband very much, laid aside her reyal adorn- 
ments and entered a convent, there exclusively to pray for the soul 
of her murdered husband. Day and night she performed pious exer- 
cises for him, and besides fasted every Saturday. One Saturday, San- 
zio appeared to her in a black mourning garb, with fearful pains im- 
pressed on his face. He thanked his wife for her suffrages and begged 
her to continue to pray to God for him still more fervently. “Ah,” he 
said, “if I described to you how dreadful are my pains in purgatory, 
how your sympathy for your Sanzio would increase! Help me!” 
After this apparition the queen fasted and prayed for forty days. At 
the end of that time Sanzio appeared to her once more, this time radi- 
ant with heavenly glory, and said: “Now I am delivered from my 
pains and I thank you, my pious queen. Be therefore eternally blessed 
by God. Persevere in your devout exercises, consider the punishments 
in the next life, and above all, the glory of heaven, where I am going 
before you to await you and to be a powerful intercessor for you.” 


It is a praiseworthy custom in many places, when a person dies, 
to pray the Rosary and a litany for the departed in the church each 
evening until the day of burial, and to continue these prayers in the 
home of the departed for four weeks. A Holy Mass is also offered 
for the deceased on the day of burial, and on the seventh and the 
thirtieth days, at which all the relatives assist. But alas, in many 
homes nothing is known of prayer and Holy Mass for the dead! “Out 
of sight, out of mind,” is verified in their regard, The remembrance 
lasts only till the earth covers the coffin. Even on the way home from 
the funeral the bereaved begin to joke and talk about shows and poli- 
tics and worldly concerns. The only tribute they give to the dead is 
a shower of sentimental tears and perishable flowers, and sometimes a 
stone monument, a symbol of their stony hearts. They are more con- 
cerned about the inheritance than the lot of the departed one. 


Oh, let us not be like these ungrateful, unchristian people! In 
whatever position we occupy in life, let us have it at heart to intensify 
our zeal for all the suffering souls, to offer up our prayers, sacrifices 
and Communions for them; to increase the number of Masses offered 
for their relief. God will bless our zeal and reward our piety. The 
suffering souls delivered by our prayers will become our advocates in 
heaven; they will pray for us during our pilgrimage on earth, and 
they will meet us one day to introduce us into heaven! 











The Lord’s Prayer 


Devoutly explained by the Venerable Louis De Ponte, S.J. (1554-1624), 
and translated from the Spanish original by the Rev. J.M.T. 
(Copyrighted 1950. Benedictine Sisters.) . 


oD) coer) come 


T is with the desire to help many souls on the occasion of the HOLY 
YEAR, to a better and deeper understanding and love of the most 
sublime and at the same time the most perfect method and ‘‘model’’ of 
all true and God-pleasing prayers, and thus to enable them to guard 
themselves more easily and effectively against a merely mechanical and 
in the end wearisome repetition, as is unfortunately only too fre- 
quent, that I have translated directly and literally from the Spanish 
original, and without any literary pretension, these devout explanations. 
They are taken from the time-honored, yet never antiquated, medi- 
tations of the Venerable Louis De Ponte (or De la Puente, in its Latin 
form), a Spanish Jesuit, who composed them more than three hundred 
years ago, and who is regarded even in our days as one of the best 
spiritual writers and guides. Like his whole course of meditations, the 
present considerations were intended by him for instructive and ‘“‘some- 
what meditated spiritual reading for all classes of persons,’’ and to offer 
subject matter for meditation and mental prayer, properly so called. 
to those who practice this holy exercise. 

These persons should not regard themselves as bound to the text 
of the “‘colloquies’”’ that are given. According to the saintly author’s 
explicit recommendation, each soul should speak to God in its own way, 
just at it feels or as the Holy Spirit moves it to speak. The author’s 
colloquies are mere suggestions, to be used, however, in their present 
form, read attentively and slowly, especially when the soul remains as 
it were cold and unmoved and does not know what to say. It often 
happens that this reading alone works like a spark that kindles the 
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sentiments of devotion, gratitude, confidence, contrition, love, etc., and 
thus becomes the beginning of a spoken or unspoken, but fervent and 
at times very intimate, conversation with God. And this is true mental 
prayer. 

It is in this way that, as the author will tell us in his brief in- 
troduction to his explanations, “‘many hours may be spent’’ on one Our 
Father, nay, on almost each of its petitions. It is easy to see at once 
how particularly helpful these devout and theologically sound considera- 
tions may become on certain occasions, as for instance, during one’s 
hour of Eucharistic adoration before the tabernacle or at home. 
Printed ‘“‘visits’’ weary in the long run, but the devout consideration of 
the Lord’s Prayer, adaptable as it is to all circumstances and to all 
the needs and ‘“‘moods” of the soul, arouses ever new “affections” or 
feelings, begets ever new interior conversations with God, and never 
wearies. (Translator) 


Mo ee lo ge 
ole erie 
a ” 


N THE sermon on the mount, Christ our Lord taught His disciples 

(of all times) the prayer which we call The Lord’s Prayer, and 
which holds a place far above all other prayers, because it was com- 
posed by the supreme Master of prayer, for the purpose of teaching 
us “how to pray” (Matt. vi. 9). Let us, then, meditate on this prayer 
by the method which consists in considering the significance of each 
word. 

Placed in the presence of the Triune God, to whom this prayer is 
addressed—although one may address it to each of the Three Divine 
Persons—I shall beseech our Lord Jesus Christ to illuminate my soul 
with His Divine light and to enkindle in it the fire of His love, in 
order that I may perceive and be moved by the truths and spiritual 
treasures contained in this short prayer, and may ask of Him all the 
things He wishes me to ask for in it; and also that I may ask for them 
with a fervor and devotion similar to that with which He Himself ad- 
dressed this prayer to His Father. 


We may believe, indeed, that while He taught His Apostles, Our 
Lord Himself also prayed to God (although, of course, He could not 
apply to Himself the petition for the forgiveness of sins). And in 
truth He says this prayer in us every day, for, as St. Augustine says 
(Praefatio in psalm 85), “Christ our Lord prayed for us as our Priest, 
and He prays in us as our Head,” by communicating to us the dis- 
position and the power to pray, so that we say this prayer with Him 
and He with us. Moreover, our prayer must be united with the merits 
of His prayer in order to be heard and answered.: 

Now, it is to be noted that Our Lord taught this prayer on two 


occasions: first, in the sermon on the mount, when He taught it pub- 
licly to all. (Matt. vi. 9-13.) . And again when, after He had been 
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in prayer, one of His disciples said to Him: “Lord, teach us how to 
pray, as John also taught his disciples” (Luke xi. 2, 3, 4). 

This gives us to understand that this prayer is to be said both 
publicly and privately. When it is said publicly, as in the Mass, it 
must be said with the brevity demanded by the occasion; but when it 
is said privately and made the foundation of mental prayer, many 
hours may be spent on it (by dwelling on each word for as long as 
we find meanings, comparisons, relish and consolation in doing so). 

I shall begin by saying to Our Lord: “Lord, teach me how to 
pray, not only as John taught His disciples, but as Thou didst teach 
Thine Apostles, impressing upon my heart the truths, sentiments and 
affections which Thou didst impress upon them.’ Then I shall take 
just one word at a time, and seek by deep meditation to discover its 
meanings and to make of it the starting point of affections, petitions 
and colloquies, in accordance with the subject of my meditation, or 
as the Spirit of the Lord may inspire me. 


(OUR) FATHER 

1. In the first place I shall consider the ways in which Almighty 
God is our Father. 

First of all, He is the Father of all men, because He has given 
them their natura] being, creating them to His own image and likeness. 
Secondly, He is the Father of the just, for He gives them the life of 
grace, by which He adopts them as children and heirs of heaven; and 
He is their Father thousands of times, because each time they lose the 
state of grace He is disposed to restore it to them through penance. In 
the same way as He is their Father, He wishes to be the Father of all 
men, not for His own interest but for ours; not because of our merits 
but only because of His mercy and loving kindness. And although He’ 
offers Himself as our Father gratuitously, it cost Him not a little to be 
such, for He begot us with most severe pains on the Cross, when the 
only-begotten Son by nature died in order to engender adoptive chil- 
dren, that all might have one same Father. 

From these considerations I shall draw affections of praise, glorify- 
ing God for each of the reasons on which His fatherhood in my regard 
is based.—O most loving Father, I thank Thee for having given the 
sublime life of grace to Thy children, and for restoring it to them 
unwearyingly whenever they lose it through their fault. O holy Angels. 
whose Father God is in heaven, praise and glorify Him for having 
deigned to be a Father also to us men living here on earth. 

2. In the second place I shall consider how well God fulfils the 
role of Father. 

He loves us tenderly; He looks after us with solicitude; He pro- 
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tects us by His Providence; He gives us abundantly what we.need for 
our support; He places us in the state which befits us for our salva- 
tion. He does all this so well that in comparison all the fathers of 
earth are undeserving of the name. This is why Christ said: “Call 
none your father upon earth; for one is your Father, who is in heaven” 
(Matt. xxiii. 9). 

O sovereign Father, how shall I thank Thee for deigning to be a 
father to me? I will not call fathers those on earth who are wont 
to abandon us, but Thee only, O heavenly Father, who dost not aban- 
don me so long as I do not abandon Thee. “For my father and my 
mother have left me: but the Lord hath taken me up” (Ps. xxvi. 10). 
O Father, be then a father to me and act toward me as a father, true 
to the name Thou hast taken for my love. 


3. In the third place I shall consider how, by the very fact that 
God deigns to be my father, He gives me the dignity of a son and 
wishes me to conduct myself toward Him as a son toward his father, 
loving, revering and obeying Him, and being zealous for His glory. 

O heavenly Father, what induced Thee so to favor me, a poor 
worthless creature, as to call me Thy son? What charity moved Thee 
to adopt as Thy son so vile a slave as 1? “Behold what manner 
of charity the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called 
and should be the sons of God” (1 John iii. 1). Since, then, Thou 
dost fulfil in my regard the role of father, help me to fulfil toward 
Thee the role of a son. And may I, a little worm, never degenerate 
from the dignity of a son of God by doing anything unworthy of the 
son of such a Father! All my life long I shall endeavor to be like 
unto Him, for children must bear the likeness of their parents. 


4. In the fourth place I shall weigh the reasons why Our Lord 
wanted us to call Him Father. 

First, He wished thereby to prompt us to arouse in ourselves senti- 
ments of love and confidence; for if we pray with such dispositions, 
He will grant us what we ask. 

Secondly, He wished us to do so that we might begin by praising 
what He esteems so much that He glories in it, and by glorifying Him 
for deigning to be our Father, and that this might serve us as a title 
and claim to being granted what we ask of Him. 

Thirdly, He wished us to call Him Father to make us understand 
that He wants to be served by us in a filial. spirit, and that everything 
we ask for must be of the kind a good son would ask of so good a 
Father... O sovereign Father, I am filled with confidence that Thou 
wilt grant me whatever I ask of Thee as a son, since Thou orderest me 


to ask of Thee as, a father. 
To be continued 

















oe) comes coe 


ON the feast of the Epiphany we celebrate the coming of the Three 

Wise Men from the East to worship the newborn King of the Jews. 
When they arrived in Jerusalem they announced the purpose of their 
coming ahd inquired of the inhabitants and of King Herod where they 
might find the royal Babe. “Where is He that is born King of the 
Jews?” they asked. “We have seen His star in the East, and have come 
to adore Him.” They had left their homeland and made a long, fa- 
tiguing journey that they might adore Him whom they knew to be 
the Messiah, the Savior of mankind. And when at last they found 
the place where He was, they entered in, and “falling down they adored 
Him. And opening their treasures, they offered Him gifts: gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh.” 

The Wise Men knew the purpose of their creation: God made 
us to know Him, to love Him and adore Him. They spent their energy 
and time and riches in order to seek out and find the Infant Savior 
and express their faith, their love, their adoration. They put first 
things first in their lives. So, too, should every Christian keep always 
in mind that he is not living for time, but for eternity; not for the 
things of the world, but for heaven; not for the interests of self, but 
for the glorification of God. 

The Wise Men were wise men, indeed, and they set an example for 
every believer. In their offering of gifts they showed the reverence 
and admirable spirit of humility which are so essential in approaching 
God. They showed, moreover, that they had prepared themselves to 
render to God gratitude and praise for the benefits He had first given 
them. Their gifts were precious, rich. But the greatest of their gifts 
was the gift of LOVE. 

This gift of love is being given in a wonderful manner by hun- 
dreds of fervent Catholics in their hours of adoration before the 
Most Blessed Sacrament exposed in the Perpetual Adoration Sanctuary 
of the Holy Spirit in Kansas City, Missouri. There are now forty-three 
organized groups, the members of which keep a monthly Holy Hour 
in this Sanctuary. Most of these hours are kept during the night and 
entail many sacrifices. At one such Holy Hour recently kept by a 
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parish group, all the available places in the temporary pews had been 
taken and many knelt on the floor without support. An usher, noticing 
just one vacant place, asked one of the ladies if she would like to 
have that seat. But she answered: “Our pastor suggested that we keep 
this Holy Hour to make reparation. So I should like to stay here and 
offer it as a little penance.” Was she not, perhaps all unknowingly, ° 
bringing to Jesus Eucharistic the same precious gifts as the Magi?— 
the gold of LOVE and REPARATION;; the frankincense of PRAYER; 
the myrrh of SACRIFICE? 

Hundreds of others, like her, faithfully seek out'the Divine King 
in this Eucharistic Sanctuary, where they come to adore and to ask 
God’s blessings, not for themselves alone, but for the Church and for 
the whole world. Undoubtedly many other devout Catholics, were 
they near enough to the Sanctuary, would likewise follow in the foot- 
steps of the Wise Men and seek out Jesus there in His Sacramental 
Presence to adore Him. True, they can offer this homage of adoration 
in their own parish churches, and are encouraged to do so. Neverthe- 
less, ina Sanctuary of Perpetual Adoration, Jesus reigns, as it were, 
a King enthroned in the monstrance. To adore Him there is to offer 
homage to His royalty. In the parish church, He is hidden in the 
tabernacle and receives a less solemn homage. 


But those who lack the privilege of rendering personal adoration 
in this Eucharistic Sanctuary, may still have the privilege of offering 
the gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh... the gold of a material 
offering to help defray the debt which burdens this House of God; 
the myrrh of sacrifice, which such an offering necessarily entails; and 
the frankincense of prayer, that God’s blessing may ever rest upon this 
Sanctuary, and that by His inspiration many contributions may be 
sent to liquidate the pressing debt. 


Such an offering would certainly be timely as a manifestation of 
gratitude for the gifts God has bestowed on the .donor in the year past, 
and as a petition for His continued favor in the year which is just 
beginning. It is so easy to please Our Lord. He never asks too much 
of any one, but how seldom we stop to think and really appreciate 
what He does for us. The remembrance that in whatever dealings 
we have with God, we are always sure to profit, should be an incentive 
(though indeed a selfish one) to our being generous with Him. “What 
then, shall I render unto the Lord for all the things He has rendered 
unto me?” Your answer, in the form of an offering to the Eucharistic 
Sanctuary of Perpetual Adoration in Kansas City, Missouri, may be 
sent to:— 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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“His Grace in Me Has Not Been Fruitless!” 
(1 Cor. xv. 10) 


N June 7, 1925, the feast of the Most Holy Trinity, an 
old man returning from St. Savior’s Church, Dublin, 
where he had just assisted at Holy Mass, collapsed in the 
stfeet. Passersby ran to pick him up, but found him 
already dead, so the body was taken to the mortuary of 
Jervis Street Hospital. As Sister Ignatius began to re- 
move the shabby clothes to prepare the body for burial, 
she could not restrain an exclamation. Encircling the 
chest, legs and arms of the scrupulously clean body, 
were several penitential chains and knotted ropes. Suspended from 
the neck hung several religious medals and a heavy rosary. ‘‘Who is 
this poor laborer? How is it that he practices such penances?”’ she 
abked. 

It was none other than Matt Talbot, the one-time drunkard, who 
when little more than a boy was the despair of his pious parents. Yes, 
a drunkard, who proved that nothing is impossible to God and that in 
him the grace of God had not been fruitless! 

The story, of Matt. Talbot is dramatic. Nothing but sheer will- 
power, coupled with the grace of God, can account for the victory he 
won over the vice which from the time he was fourteen until his twenty- 
eighth year, all but completely mastered him. The battle was a hard- 
fought one, but is it not the same with every soul who has merited the 
gold star of sanctity? And did not the Master long ago warn His 
disciples that it would be so? 

Matt Taibot was born in Dublin on May 2, 1856, one of twelve 
children of Charles and Elizabeth Talbot. He was sent to the Christian 
Brothers’ School, but often played truant to associate with bad com- 
panions. Finally, at the age of twelve he gave up school entirely and 
found employment with a firm of wine merchants. Here he soon be- 
came addicted to drink, and one night came home intoxicated. His 
father took immediate steps to remove him from this work and placed 
him as a messenger boy with the Dublin Ports and Docks, where he 
himself was overseer. But alas! The stores handled by this firm 
were whiskies, and the change proved disastrous. Matt remained in 
this place until he was seventeen, and became utterly enslaved by the 
passion for drink. At length, realizing the disgrace he was bringing 
to his parents, he sought work as a bricklayer, changing from one firm 
to another. On Saturdays he deposited his week’s earnings at a saloon 
and spent the whole weekend in a state of intoxication with boisterous 
companions. Sometimes he even pawned his shoes and other belong- 
ings when his money gave out. Remonstrances on the part of his 
mother and father were of no avail. 

As is often the case, Matt had gotten into fhe habit of taking the 
Holy Name in vain and of cursing. He began to neglect the sacra- 
ments. Usually he was too drunk to say even a Hail Mary, so that an 
occasional mechanical blessing of himself was his only prayer. Yet, 
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strange to say, except for his one passion, Matt was a modest, pure 
and neat young man, and a good workman. 

Matt’s broken-hearted mother persisted in prayer for her way- 
ward son, but all seemed fruitless, until in his twenty-eighth year he 
was suddenly converted. His own evil associates were the instru- 
mental cause, in God’s Providence, in his almost miraculous change. 
One week he was laid off from work. Consequently he had no money 
to buy drinks for himself. So at noon on Saturday he posted himself 
at the street corner near a saloon, expecting that some of his com- 
panions whom he had often treated would invite him in to drink with 
. them. But he was doomed to disappointment, for one by one his 
friends passed by, and not one invited him to have a drink. Stabbed 
to the heart at being thus slighted, and pondering on the fickleness of 
human friendship, Matt went home sober. 


That afternoon he went to confession and took the total abstinence 
pledge for three months. He well knew what a struggle lay before 
him. For the past sixteen years he had steeped himself in intoxicating 
liquor, and his whole system cried out for stimulants. Realizing that 
he must seek aid outside himself, he resolved first of all to assist at 
Holy Mass daily. As he had to be at work at six o’clock, this meant 
he must go to the five o’clock Mass. But Matt was in earnest. Daily 
Communion soon followed. For the first three months the battle was 
a terrific one. During this time, he was, so to speak, only waiting for 
the moment when he could step up honorably to the public barhouse. 
Yet taunted and mocked though he was by his companions of other 
days, and tormented by the cravings of his passion, Matt stood his 
ground. J 

Even more violent was the struggle with another force which 
Matt declared he firmly believed to be the ‘‘Powers of darkness.’’ Some- 
times this invisible power forcibly prevented him from entering the 
church or kept him from receiving Holy Communion. An almost ir- 
resistible temptation to despair overwhelmed him. The enemy of his 
soul kept whispering that his penances, prayers, and Communions were 
allin vain. But with the powerful help of God’s grace, Matt persevered 
courageously. When the three months were over, he had gained such 
control over himself that he renewed the pledge for a year; and when 
that year was up, he took it for life, an act which called for heroic 
courage and determination. Later in life, he told his sister that it is 
as hard to overcome the habit of intemperance as to raise the dead 
to life. 

Matt’s later life was one of heroic penance, in which he persevered 
for over forty years, until his death. His bed was made from rough 
planks, with a wooden block for a pillow. Every morning he rose 
at two o’clock to begin his daily devotions. He prayed on his knees, 
with outstretched arms, until four, when he would rest for a short 
while, then dress and set out for the church to prepare for Holy Mass. 
When, as was usual, he had to wait for the church to be opened, he 
would kneel on the steps outside and pray. Upon entering he would 
go to the main altar and make a profound adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament. He was accustomed to pray the Stations of the Cross be- 
fore Mass. Except when he went to the altar-rail for Holy Commun- 
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ion, Matt knelt upright and unsupported the whole time he was in the 
church. He did not even rise for the Gospel. None who saw him sus- 
pected it, but to add to his penance, Matt had slit the knees of his 
trousers so as to kneel on his bare knees. He never used a prayer 
book in church, and never raised his eyes. Nothing save his extra- 
ordinary spirit of recollection, however, attracted attention to him. 
When Mass was over, he would go home for a frugal breakfast and 
depart for his work. On his way thither, he usually stopped in a 
church for a visit to the Blessed Sacrament. 


At this time of his life Matt was employed in a lumber yard. 
During recess periods he retired to a little wooden shanty and spent 
his spare moments in prayer. As mentioned above, Matt had once 
had a “reputation” for profanity; now he would not tolerate such talk 
by anyone. Offenders were given a severe but quiet rebuke, and when 
the work in hand was done, Matt would go to his shanty and pray in 
reparation for the blasphemies he had heard. The men laughed at 
first, but in the course of time it became an unheard-of thing for any- 
one to use improper language in his presence. 

To his other austerities Matt added the mortification of severe 
fasting. He took only a light breakfast of cocoa and dry bread, and 
at lunch time took nothing at all until his health became somewhat 
impaired. When thus obliged to take a little something, his lunch con- 
sisted only of a slice of dry bread. However, if any of the men offered 
him something from their lunch box he did not persist in a refusal 
lest it attract attention to his fasting. 

A deep sense of justice made Matt most honest and conscientious 
in his work. He never shirked, and never wastéd time. When work 
was dull, he used to relate to the men incidents from the lives of the 
saints. Thus, quietly and without ostentation or self-consciousness, he 
led the conversation around to holy topics. God was always in his mind 
and he had to speak of Him. 

Sunday was for Matt a true “holy day.” He heard as many 
Masses as possible, beginning with the first one, which was offered about 
five o’clock. Up until his illness, he remained in the church until after 
the Benediction following the last Mass, which was usually about 1:30 
P.M. Hence, it was nearly 2 P.M. before he broke his fast. During - 
the whole time he remained on his knees. The rest of the day was 
devoted to prayer or pious reading at home. The last year or two of 
his life, he took a light repast after the first Mass, and then returned 
to the church for the others. 

After Our Lord, the Blessed Virgin held second place in Matt’s 
devotions. He had a special love for her, and was accustomed to pray 
daily the Little Office, the fifteen Mysteries of the Rosary, the Seven-. 
Dolor beads and the beads of the Immaculate Conception. It seems 
Matt had a fondness for chaplets, for he also prayed the chaplets of 
the Holy Ghost, St. Michael, the Sacred Heart, and one for the poor 
souls in purgatory. Litanies and novenas, too, had a prominent place 
in his prayers. As a member of the Third Order of St. Francis, he 
also had other obligations to fulfil, Perhaps his favorite saint was the 
Little Flower of Jesus. 

People often asked Matt to pray for them. They had come to place 
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great confidence in his intercession, and that favors were obtained is 
evidenced by the “Thank you” notes Matt received. One very re- 
markable conversion related was that of an artisan who had been 
away from the sacraments for thirty years. 

Part of Matt’s time each evening was devoted to spiritual reading. 
The lives of the saints were his preference. Before beginning any 
book, Matt unfailingly prayed to the Holy Ghost to enlighten him so 
he might understand what he read and profit from it. He put his 
reading into practice in the virtues he exemplified. Charity was his 
favorite form of good works. As long as his mother lived—for eight- 
een years after his conversion—Matt supported her from his scanty 
earnings and gave generously to the poor. A few shillings a week 
sufficed for his own needs. Anything remaining over he gave away. 
Several priests were indebted to him for their education. Besides, 
Matt contributed liberally to special collections, and gave considerable 
sums to the Chinese missions. 

In May 1923, Matt first complained of illness. He was admitted 
to the Mater Misericordie Hospital, where it was found he suffered 
from a severe heart complaint. After his discharge, he was obliged 
to re-enter at intermittent periods. When death came to him on his 
way home from Mass on Trinity Sunday, 1925, Matt was in his sixty- 
eighth year. 

Matt Talbot’s life is one of the finest proofs that ‘“‘a grace co- 
operated with wins new graces.’’ Matt’s determination to conquer 
the vice which enslaved him not only led him to forswear drink for- 
ever, but was his apprenticeship to holiness. When speaking of his 
conversion, Matt was accustomed to say: “It was God who did it all; 
I have no credit for it.” 

One of the important lessons we can all learn from this humble 
laberer, who may some day be ranked among God’s canonized saints, 
(the cause of his beatification is now in process) is that one can keep 
close to God no matter what his occupation or work. But to appre- 
ciate this lesson, one must realize how humbly Matt lived, how in- 
cessantly he prayed, how completely he separated himself from the 
spirit of the world, how heroically he practiced self-denial and penance, 
how perseveringly he followed in the footsteps of Christ on the road 
of self-abnegation. May his life be an inspiration to all, and above 
all to those who find themselves enslaved by the vicé over which he so 
completely triumphed, that aided by his intercession and spurred on by 
his example, they too may gain the victory. 


It may interest some to know that within the past two or three years, a 
movement of prayer and education has been established under the patronage 
of Matt Talbot to aid alcoholics, known as the Matt Talbot Legion. The 
National Office is located at 55 Demarest Avenue, Englewood, New Jersey, 
and it has as its Director, the Rev. Albert Dolan, O.M. Carm., the first 
American biographer of Matt. 


Prayer for Canonization 


O Jesus, true Friend of the humble worker, Thou hast given us in Thy 
servant, Matthew, a wonderful example of victory over vice, a model of 
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In His Name... 


CH know that the late war has made living conditions almost 
intolerable for millions of persons in European and Eastern 
countries. Even now—four years after the cessation of hos- 
tilities—there are more than eleven million diseased, famine-stricken, 
persecuted people in central Europe alone, who have been driven or 
have fled from their homelands, and whose presence adds immeasurably 
to the hardships which the inhabitants of those countries are already 
suffering in consequence of the war. 

The Rt. Rev. Msgr. Edward E. Swanstrom, Executive Director of 
the War Relief Services of the National Catholic Welfare Conference, 
recently returned from a tour of foreign countries where he gathered 
first-hand information on the relief situation. The report which he 
published presents a most distressing picture of suffering, starvation, 
and destitution. ‘Rags and tatters, filth and famine, despair and deso- 
lation. Our 4-H Clubs in America take better care of swine than we 
humans, collectively, are taking of these fellow human wanderers of 
the earth. They need clothing, blankets, bedding, soap, and shoes, 
as you can never believe unless you saw, as I did.’’ This is in briefest 
outline the substance of his report. ' 

Cold, hunger and disease are tyrants that await no man’s con- 
venience. Help is needed not only desperately but as soon as possible. 
The many pitiful pleas which come to us directly from the war-sufferers 
emphasize this point particularly. 

We therefore repeat our willingness to forward articles of clothing 
and shoes (new or used) sent us in behalf of war-sufferers, and will 
welcome also money donations to purchase food, medicine, materials, 
and other necessaries, as well as to defray the cost of postage, which 
is considerable. 

Jesus has promised that even the smallest act of charity, performed 
for love of Him and in His Name, will receive an eternal reward. 
During this month of January dedicated to His Holy Name, an offering 
for the relief of these suffering members of His Mystical Body, would 
certainly be most acceptable to Jesus as an act of reparation for the 
many blasphemies and. outrages committed against that adorable Name. 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





penance and of love for Thy Holy Eucharist. Grant, we beseech Thee, that 
we Thy servants may overcome all our wicked passions and sanctify our lives 
with penance and love like his. 

And if it be in accordance with Thy adorable designs that Thy pious ser- 
vant should be glarified by the Church, deign to manifest by Thy heavenly 
favors the power he enjoys in Thy sight. Who livest and reignest forever and 
ever. Amen. 
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Little Lovers’ League 


tet 


HE month of January suggests to us many holy thoughts. 
The first thought is that of the New Year. Did-you 
ever think that January Ist, which we call “New Year's - 
Day,” is the birthday of the new year? As the year 
grows older, hour after hour will pass away, never to 
return. Each hour is given by God, and given in tiny 
seconds, one at a time. Why are these precious seconds, 
minutes, hours, days, weeks, and months, given you by God? For 
one purpose only: that you may know Him, love Him, and serve Him, 
and so reach heaven to be always united with Him. You must make use 
of each precious moment to learn all you can about God in catechism, 
in instructions, in sermons, in books and magazines. You should also 
make a resolution to love God each day more and more during this 
new year. Then, because love always shows itself in deeds, you will 
try to serve Him by doing all a good Catholic should do as regards 
prayer, the attendance at Holy Mass, reception of the sacraments, and 
the practice of the Christian virtues, especially that of charity. 
Another very important resolve is to try your best to avoid even little 
sins, and never to commit a mortal sin. How ungrateful that would 
be, for God gives you time in which to serve Him, and by committing 
mortal sins you would use it in order to serve the devil. 

The second thought that January suggests is that the first day is 
also the feast of the Circumcision, the day on which the Infant Savior 
shed the first drops of His Blood for us, the day on which He was 
given the Name Jesus. This thought makes you reflect that then this 
day must also be His Name Day. But the calendar says January 2nd 
is the feast of the Holy Name of Jesus. Well, New Year’s Day really 
is His Name Day, but the Church thinks so much of that Name that 
she has set aside another special day in:Its honor. Jesus is the holiest, 
sweetest Name, the only Name by which men can be saved. This 
thought will make you resolve to call upon this Name in all tempta- 
tions, always to pronounce It most devoutly, and never, never to 
use It carelessly or in anger! Jesus means “Savior.” Jesus came to 
save us. How ungrateful it would be, and how disgraceful, to abuse 
that Holy Name! 

A third thought is that January 6th is the feast of the Epiphany, 
usually called the feast of the Three Holy Kings or Wise Men. It is 
a great feast in the Church. The word “Epiphany” means a manifesta- 
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tion, or a “showing.” Jesus showed Himself to the Three Holy Kings, 
calling them to His crib from far away countries by means of a mys: 
terious star. You have often heard the beautiful Gospel story, and 
seen the scene represented in the crib in the church. You can picture 
in your minds the Kings kneeling in joy and adoration at the feet of 
the Christ Child in Bethlehem’s stable and offering Him presents: Gold 
because He is a true King; 
incense because He is true 
God; myrrh because He 
is true Man. The thought 
of this scene will make 
you resolve always to 
treasure the gift of your 
holy Faith. And not only 
that, you will make up 
your mind to do all in 
your power to help the 
missions in pagan coun- 
tries so that the millions 
of heathens may be given 
the light of the True Faith. 
You can help the missions 
and missionaries first of 
all by praying for them 
and for missionary voca- 
tions. You can help also 
by contributing money to 
aid their work. Another 
resolution that should re- 
sult is to listen to the 
voice of God if He calls 
you to the life of a mis- 
sionary Priest, Brother or 
Sister. 

The fourth thought that January brings is that of the Holy Family, 
Jesus, Mary, and Joseph. This feast on the Sunday following the 
feast of the Epiphany is most beautiful. It reminds us how the three 
holiest persons the world has ever known—Jesus, the incarnate Son of 
God, His immaculate Mother Mary, and His holy Foster Father, St: 
Joseph, dwelt together for many years in the humble home of Naza- 
reth. It reminds us to venerate them not only as individuals but as 
a family, Its lesson is that we should each imitate their example. in 
our own family life:—the father has St. Joseph for a model; the 
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mother, the Blessed Virgin; and the children, the Holy Child Jesus- 
Jesus is your model especially in obedience. A happy family is one 
of the best things on earth. You must do your share to make your 
own family happy by obeying your parents as Jesus obeyed His Blessed 
Mother and St. Joseph. He never answered back, or refused to obey. 
He did whatever He was asked as soon as He possibly could. Pray to 
Jesus, Mary and Joseph to make your family an ideal family. 


Practice: Read over again the matter on the thoughts that Janu- 
ary suggests, and copy down the different resolutions that you should 
make for the New Year. Then try to keep them faithfully. 


Aspiration: O Jesus, Friend of the little ones, bless the little 
children of the whole world! (300 days indulgence) 


St. Francis de Sales 


T HE special model and patron we have chosen for our Little Lovers 
for the month of January is St. Francis de Sales. He was born 
in Savoy, France, in 1567. His parents were of noble rank, and very 
wealthy; at the same time they were also very pious. His mother was 
so, especially, and from his babyhood implanted in the heart of little 
Francis, her firstborn son, a tender love for Jesus and Mary. The child 
was baptized when only a few hours old. The fruits of his mother’s 
pious training began to show themselves at a very early age. Even 
before he could speak plainly or put his words into sentences, little 
Francis surprised his mother one day by saying: “The good God and 
my Mama love me very much.” 

The little fellow loved to go to church with his mother, and though 
otherwise very active and full of life, he remained quietly at her side, 
with his little hands folded devoutly, watching the priest at the altar, 
as if he understood what he was doing. When he grew a little older, 
he lovéd to make little chapels and altars, and to deck them with pic- 
tures and flowers. Often he would get his playmates to slip into the 
church with him and make a little visit to the Blessed Sacrament. 

Many amusing and edifying little stories are told of his childhood 
years. They show his gentleness and obedience, his love of prayer, and 
the readiness with which he learned his catechism, which his mother 
began teaching him when still very ‘young. But Francis could be 
naughty too at times. He had a great fondness for goodies. One day 
he stole into the kitchen, where the cook was making hot cakes. When 
she was not looking, he snatched up some of them, and though they 
were very hot and burned his fingers, he ate them with great relish. 
Later he was very sorry for his disobedience, for he had been strictly 
forbidden to go to the kitchen, and humbly confessed his fault. He 
was also a little vain, and it cost him much to give up his beautiful 
golden curls when the time came to have them cut off. 

Francis received his First Holy ‘Communion at the age of ten. 
(As you know, before the time of Pope Pius X children were not al- 
lowed to receive Holy Communion so young as they'do now.) From 
that day on, Francis went to Holy Communion very often, and paid 
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a little visit to the Blessed Sacrament every day. He continued these 
practices through his school years. Sometimes his fellow-students would 
ask him: ‘Why do you go to church and to Holy Communion so 
often?”’ Francis’ answer would be something like this: ‘‘Why do you 
go to school every day? Is it not in order to learn and to make prog- 
ress in knowledge? Well, Our Lord is my Teacher in the science of 
salvation. I go to Him often so He may instruct me well in this sub- 
ject. For I should care very little to become learned, if I did not at 
the same time also make progress in virtue.” 

From his early boyhood, St. Francis’ one desire was to become a 
priest. When still very young he consecrated his life to Jesus and 
Mary, and promised to say the Rosary every day. But his father 
wanted his eldest son to inherit his titles and riches and to be a great 
man of the world. At last, after many prayers and much pleading, the 
father gave his consent, and Francis entered the seminary. He was 
ordained when twenty-six years old, and from that time he devoted 
himself with great zeal to his pastoral duties. It is said that his ap- 
pearance was'so angelic that everyone was compelled to love him. 

Many of the people in his country had fallen away from the 
Catholic Faith and joined a set of heretics who were called Calvinists. 
They hated the Church and threatened to kill any priest who would 
try to convert them. But St. Francis was not afraid. He wanted by 
all means to win back these poor misguided people to the Church, and 
was ready to sacrifice his very life to do so. Many times he was saved 
from death only through a miracle, and his efforts were richly rewarded. 
By his kindness and devotedness, and through his writings and preach- 
ing, he presented the teachings of the Church in such an attractive way 
that in a few years he made 72,000 converts. He said he owed his 
success to the Blessed Mother. He is regarded as one of the greatest 
convert-makers the world has ever known. 

St. Francis wrote many little pamphlets explaining the teachings 
of the Church and the people read them eagerly. He also wrote beau- 
tiful books on the love of God and on how to live a holy life. On 
account of his many writings he was named the patron of Catholic 
Writers and of the Catholic Press. 

Humility and gentleness were the virtues that shone out specially 
in the life of St. Francis. But he was not meek and gentle by nature. 
When a boy and a young man he had a quick and violent temper. He 
worked hard and prayed much to control it, and won so great a vic- 
tory that he was regarded as one of the meekest of men. 

In 1602, St. Francis was made. Bishop of Geneva in Switzerland. 
He worked with untiring zeal for the salvation of souls. Twenty years 
later, worn out by his many labors, he died at the age of fifty-five. 
It was on the feast of the Holy Innocents. Those kneeling at his bed- 
side were praying the Litany of the Saints. When they came to the 
invocation, ‘“‘All ye Holy Innocents, pray for him,’’ St. Francis breathed 
forth his soul. His last word was: JESUS! His feast is kept on 
January 29th. He is honored as a Doctor (Teacher) of the Church. 

Ask this great saint to obtain for you a great love for the Blessed 
Sacrament and for our Blessed Mother. Ask him, too, to help you to 
control your temper, and to have a great zeal to save souls. 
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Little Devotions to the Holy Infant Jesus — This booklet offers 
deeply spiritual and charming devotions in honor of the mysteries of the 
Holy Childhood, the special devotion for January. 10¢ 


Gems from the Liturgy for the Feasts of Our Lord - Part I — 
The beautiful liturgy of the Church sometimes fails to make the appeal it 
should to Catholics because they do not grasp its spirit and symbolism. This 
booklet is intended especially to help the laity appreciate the riches of the 
Liturgy by offering them selected ‘“‘gems’’ from the feasts of Our Lord, in- 
dicating the significance of the feast, and the fruits to be gained by its worthy 
celebration. Part I (Advent to Pentecost) includes: Advent; Christmastide 
— Nativity, Circumcision, Holy Name, Epiphany, Feast of the Holy Family, 
Presentation in the Temple; Passiontide; Paschal Time; Ascentiontide. 96 
pages. 15¢ 

PART II — A companion booklet containing the feasts for the remainder 
of the year. 96 pages. 15¢ 


St. Therese of the Child Jesus — Born in the month of the Holy 
Childhood and especially devoted to this mystery, St. Therese is a splendid 
Presentation in the Temple; Passiontide; Paschal time; Ascensiontide. 96 


Beacon Lights for 
Church Unity Octave 





Your Faith is a treasure of the supernatural order. Share it with 
others and help tear down the forces of materialism and rationalism. 
During Church Unity Octave — January 18 - January 25 — spread 
informative booklets on the Church and its doctrines, which will be- 
come beacon-lights to guide outsiders to the True Faith. We suggest: 


Do You Know the Church? God Himself, Our Sacrifice 
How to Find the True Church The Rosary, My Treasure 
Rays of Catholic Truth Sacramentals 


Each booklet 10¢ 
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Holy Mass and Holy Communion 
God Himself, Our Sacrifice My Daily Companion at Mass 
Communicate Frequently & Devoutly Novena of Holy Communions 
Communion Devotions in Union with Mary 
‘ 


e Booklets in Honor of Our Lady 


To Jesus through Mary Devotion to the Mother of Sorrows 
The Mysteries of Mary Our Lady of Fatima 
Heart of Our Mother and Queen 


e 7 ag Consoling Booklets 
Words of Consolation for the Sick and Afflicted 
Our Savior’s Goodness to Those Who Trust Him 
Pathways to Peace All Ye Who Mourn 
Conformity to the Will of God 


l ) Booklets on the Spiritual Life and Prayer 


Magnificence of the Love of God and Efficacy of Perfect Contrition 
Prayer, the Great Means of Grace From Earth to Heaven 
Indulgenced Prayers and Aspirations 


Sacraments and Sacramentals a 


Fountains of Salvation (On Baptism, Confirmation, Holy Orders) 
Confession, the Sacrament of Mercy and Peace 
United in Christ (Matrimony) Through Death to Life (Extreme Unction) 
Sacramentals 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 











